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BUT I 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT AT THE 
ACADEMY THEY 
CALLED YOU 
"THE DEVIL" 
BECAUSE OF 
AN INCIDENT 
FROM YOUR 
CHILDHOOD? 
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/ DIGGING INTO 
/ PEOPLE’S 
4 PASTS ISN'T 
\ REALLY MY 
V THING... 


BUT IT 
SOUNDS TO ME 
LIKE YOU’RE 
JUST A PUNK KID 
WITH A BAD RAP 
WHO JOINED THE 
FORCE TO EARN 
SOME POINTS. 
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NOW THAT 
EVERYBODY'S 
HEBE, HOW'S 
ABOUT WE GET 
STARTED! 
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/ LATER, \\ 

V WHAT WE CALL \ 

/ SECOND AND \ 

f THIRD GENERATION 
VICTIMS ADAPTED 
TO THE FLAMES AND 
DEVELOPED POWERS 
TO CONTROL THEM... 
BUT THOSE PEOPLE-THE 
FIRST GENERATION 
V/CT/MS-THEY LOSE 
THEIR MINDS AND 
WREAK HAVOC UNTIL / 
THEIR LIVES BURN L 
\ OUT. THEY ARE J 

A THE DREADED M 

V\ INFERNALS. 


IT ALL 

BEGAN ONE 
DAY WHEN 
PEOPLE STARTED 
BURSTING INTO 
FLAMES. THESE 
ARE WHAT WE 
CALL THE FIRST 
GENERATION, 
VICTIMS OF 
SPONTANEOUS 
COMBUSTION. 


IT IS 

OUR JOB, AS 
MEMBERS OF 
THE SPECIAL 
FIRE FORCE, 
TO EXTINGUISH 
THEIR FLAMES, 
SAVING THE 
SOULS OF 
HUMAN AND 
INFERNAL 
ALIKE. 
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THAT DAY... 

THERE WAS 


I SAW A 

A BLACK 


BLACK 

SHADOW 


SHADOW... 

THERE... AND 



IT WASN'T 



ME. 
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Sign: Kawaguchi Fixtures, Inc. 


THAT INFERNAL 
IN THERE... 
SHE'S PRETTY 
AGGRESSIVE. 


WE'RE DOING 
WHAT WE CAN 
TO KEEP THE FIRE 
FROM SPREADING, 
BUT IF WE CAN'T 
PUT OUT THE 
INFERNAL... 



LOOKS LIKE THE 
FIREFIGHTERS 
HAVE STARTED 
PUTTING OUT 
THE FLAMES. 


THE STEAM' 
GONNA LOWER 
VISIBILITY... 





















































































































































































































































































MOM! 
























1 f THEY SAY 
\ 1 THE FIRE 

STARTED 
WITH 

/ HER SON, 

HE LOOKS SH u U R n A ' 
LIKE JUST 

A NORMAL k 7 
BOY RIGHT \ w2m 
NOW, h&sbi 

but... Mmm 


' HIS BROTHER 
SHO-KUN WAS 
JUST A BABY... 

I HEARD THEY 
COULDN'T EVEN 
FIND HIS 
BONES. . 


I CAN'T 
BELIEVE A 
BOY WOULD 
INCINERATE 
HIS OWN 
i MOTHER. 


W WHAT IS X 
f IT? A THIRD \ 
GENERATION? LIKE, 
HE COULD JUST BE 
STANDING THERE 
LIKE NORMAL AND 
THEN SUDDENLY , 
START SHOOTING i 
FLAMES? A 


LOOK! THERE'S 
SMOKE COMING 
FROM HIS FEET 
RIGHT NOW! 


THAT'S SO 
SCARY... 
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KUSAKABE... 
ISN'T HE THE] 
ONE THAT... 
Y'KNOW...HIS\ 
FAMILY... 


LOOK AT 
THAT STIFF, 
TWISTED 
SMILE... 


HE GIVES 
ME THE 
CREEPS. 


I HAVEN'T 
BEEN ABLE 
TO SMILE A 
REAL SMILE 
SINCE THAT 
DAY. 


HE'S A 
DEVIL. 



















STAND 

UP!! 


DEVIL 

BOY!! 


BLUE... 
LIGHT... ?! 


IS 

THAT.. 


...MY 

HAND? 




FOR A 
KID WITH 
SUCH A 
GRANDIOSE 
NICK¬ 
NAME, 


YOU 
REALL Y 
ARE 
PRETTY 
PATHETIC, 
AREN'T 
YOU!! 






















































THE 
TIME IS 
21:10. COM¬ 
MENCING 


FOREMAN'S 
WIFE TO 
REST!! 


SHI NR A/ AS 
I'M SURE 
YOU'RE 
AWARE, 


THE ONLY 
WAY TO STOP 
AN INFERNAL 
IS TO CRUSH 
THE CORE IN 
ITS HEART. 


MAKI 

AND I WILL 
SET HER 
ATTENTION. 


















































































































































SUPPOSED 
TO BE A 
HERO, TO 
PROTECT 
MOM AND 
SHO...TO 
PROTECT 
EVERYONE. 
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THERE! 



/ 




























































































































so 

THAT'S WHAT 
THIRD GEN 
FIREPOWER 
LOOKS LIKE... 


WOW 
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CHAPTER II: 

THE DEVIL, THE KNIGHT, 
AND THE WITCH 
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YOU CONTROL 
THAT FIRE LIKE 
IT'S A PART OF 
YOU.' 
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HE MAKES EVERY¬ 
BODY THINK HE'S 
THIS SMOOTH, 
SILENT TYPE FOR 
NOT TALKING, BUT 
IT'S JUST 'CAUSE 
HE'S STUPID/ HE'S 
TOO STUPID TO 
FIND ANY WORDS/ 
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ARE YOU 
SURE MAKI- 
SAN WILL BE 
ALL RIGHT, 
LIEUTEN- 


THAT'S 
MOT AN 
ISSUE. 


ARE WE 
READY, 
SHE 
SAYS. 


WE'RE 

THIRD 































































YOU'RE 

KIDDING 

ME. 




















































































































































































































































































































































I CANT 
PUT IT 
OUT?! 


AH, A 
PLASMA 
JET. 












































































L "KW.\ 

f BUT A 

KNIGHT 


MUSTN’T 

\ 1 

INJURE A 

\ \ ^ ^ 

PRINCESS, 


AFTER ALL. 


AS MATTER GOES 
UP IN TEMPERATURE, IT 
TRANSFORMS FROM SOLID 
TO LIQUID TO GAS. IF IT 
GETS ANY HOTTER, IT TURNS 
INTO PLASMA. ARTHUR IS 
USING HIS OWN FLAMES TO 
CREATE PLASMA AND SHOOT 
IT OUT OF THE HILT OF HIS 
SWORD... IN OTHER WORDS, 
HES USING A SUPER HIGH- 
TEMPERATURE, ULTRA- 
DENSE BLADE. 
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I HAVE 
TO BE 
STRONGER 
THAN ANY¬ 
ONE, IF I 
WANT TO 
BE A HERO 
THAT CAN 
PROTECT 
EVERYONE'.' 


I HAVE 
TO GET 
STRONGER. 


'I PQl 
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3ES sum? 



pT 

I I CAN 
I DEFINITELY 
{ EAT 
! FASTER 
) THAN 
> HIM!' 
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CHAPTER III: 
THE HEART OF 
A FIRE SOLDIER 














IT TAKES 
YOUR BLOOD 
EVERYWHERE 
BUT YOUR 
STOMACH, 
WHICH IS 
BAD FOR 
DIGESTION 


HM? 
L. I WHAT'S 
^ | UP, 

SHINRA? 
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OUR MISSION 
IN THE SPECIAL 
FIRE FORCE IS 
TO FISHT AND 
EXTERMINATE 
INFERNALS. 


THEY WERE 
HUMAN ONCE... 
WE GIVE IT A 
PRETTY NAME, 
SAY WE'RE 
"PUTTING THEM 
TO REST." BUT 
WHAT WE'RE 
REALLY 
, DOING... 
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CHAPTER IV: 
THE SINISTER 
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' AT’-HI-WM/A] ' 


THE 
FLAME 
IS THE 
SOUL'S 
BREATH.. 




r THE 
BLACK 
SMOKE IS 
THE SOUL'S 
RELEASE... j 


ASHES 

AS 

ASHES.. 


LET MV 


EXCALIBUR 


SIVE YOU 


REPOSE. 


WE CAN'T 
LET YOU 
SUFFER 
ANY MORE 
THAN YOU 
ALREADY 
HAVE. 































































159 





























































160 































































































































































































164 
























165 














































166 


Lc 
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I'M GONNA... 
NO, WE'RE 
GONNA STOP 
THE SPONTANE¬ 
OUS HUMAN 
COMBUSTION.' 
AND WE 
BETTER DO 
IT FAST! 


AND 

THAT’S WHY 
WE NEED TO 
REMEMBER 
HOW THE 
FAMILY FEELS... 

THEN DIVE 
INTO THE SEA 
OF FLAMES, 
AND PRAY. 
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CHAPTER V: 
THE ROOKIE FIR] 
SOLDIER GAMES 












YOU'VE 
NEVER 
SEEN THEM 
BEFORE? 
THEY'RE THE 
FIRE DEFENSE 
AGENCY'S 
MASCOTS, 
WONE WONE 
NYINE/ 



WONE 

WONE 

NYINE/ 
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I ONLY 
NEED A 

minute; 
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ANYBODY 

HOME? 


I NEED 
TO SET THIS 
OVER WITH 
SO I CAN FIND 
COMPANY 
1'S CAPTAIN 
AND PRESS 
HIM FOR 
ANSWERS. 
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TO BE CONTIHUED IN VOLUME 2!! 




AFTERWORD MANGA: ATSt/SHfVA 




PLEASE THINK 
OF THIS AS AN 
AFTERWORD 
WHERE I JUST 
DRAW WHAT¬ 
EVER I FEEL 
LIKE. 
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Translation Notes 


Latom, page 27 

This is the word used by the Fire Force at 
the close of the prayer for the burning 
souls, sort of like "amen.'' Its origins are 
unclear, but there are many theories. It 
may have come from a Hungarian word 
meaning, "I see."There is also an Icelandic 
word, lat, which means "death."The religious 
organization affiliated with the Fire Force 
is the Holy Sol Temple, which honors the sun, so it's also possible that the L 
is meant to be an R, as a reference to the Egyptian sun god Ra. And finally, it 
maybe an anagram of the Japanese word tomurai, which refers to mourning 
for the dead. 



Her head is full of ... wedding bells, page 40 

In Japan, they have an idiom describing 
people who aren't always willing to face 
reality, usually meant as playful teasing. 

The phrase is "atama ga ohana-batake," which 
literally means "his/her head is a field of 
flowers." In Maki's case, Iris can't help but 
upgrade it to ohana-otome-batake, making it a 
"field of flowers and girliness." 


Flashover, page 68 

A flashover is basically when an entire room explodes. What happens is 
the fire in the room causes everything to get hot, which in turn causes the 
exposed surfaces to release flammable gases. When those gases reach the 
right (or rather, wrong) temperature, they ignite and everything burns. 



Onion face, page 103 

In Japan, knights have been associated with onions since at least as far 
back as the 1990 release of Final Fantasy III, in which one of the jobs available 
to the playable characters is Onion Knight. Unfortunately, the origin of 
the association has been obscured through time, as not even the game 
developers can remember why they used that name. 

Bobobo-bo Bo-bobwoh, page 129 

Maki’s familiars get their names from the onomatopoeia of the sounds 
created by the types of fires they represent. Bo, often rendered by the 





translators as "bwoh," is usually the ignition of a fire, but can also be the 
roaring of a large fire such as this one. Of course, the name was likely also 
influenced by the hero of the manga Bobobo-bo Bo-bobo, although his powers 
are not fire-related. 

Not polite to the captain, page 135 

In the Japanese language, when speaking to other people, one would use 
either teineigo (polite speech) or tameguchi (plain speech). When talking to a 
superior, such as a captain or someone in authority, the proper thing to do is 
to at least use the minimum level of teineigo, and Arthur doesn't even bother 
to do that. 


Blowing smoke, page 164 

More accurately, our prankster friend says that the "Special Fire Force" 
is kinakusai, which means both "suspicious" and "smelling of smoke." The 
translators attempted to retain the smoky imagery with an English idiom, 
which we hope conveys a similar meaning. Ideally, the readers will also 
be put in mind of the phrase, "where there's smoke, there's fire," because 
kinakusai can also allude to imminent danger. 


Wone Wone Nyine, page 171 

The translators would like to apologize for the confusing spellings of these 
mascots' names. Their names come from a combination of the sounds dogs 
and cats make, and the numbers one-one-nine. In Japan, the emergency 
number to call the fire department is not 911, but 119. Because a Japanese dog 
says wan and a Japanese cat says nyan, this team of mascots can easily call 
for help. The old man, Mamoru-kun, is named for the Japanese word for "to 
protect." 


Nekomata, page 183 

According to Japanese folklore, if a cat lives long enough, its tail will split 
into two and it will become a supernatural creature known as a nekomata. 
While the full nature of Tamaki's powers has yet to be revealed, they do seem 
to give her cat-like reflexes. 

Atsushiya and Usher, page 188 

In Japan, an easy way to name a business you'd like to start would be to 
add ya ("room" or "shop") to the end of your name, for example. In this case, 
the Atsushiya was named after the creator of this manga, Atsushi Ohkubo. 
Another word that can be written with all the same characters as Atsushiya 
is the English word "usher," and thus the proprietor gets his name. 
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